THE LIFE AND GROWTH OF THE
BRITISH EMPIRE
I. FOUNDATION
The Empire in 1783
THE origins of the British Empire lie four
centuries back, but for a view of its modern
development we may take our departure from that
decisive year 1783, when Great Britain acknow-
ledged by treaty the independence of her former
American colonies.
American Independence left a great gap in the
ancient structure, but nevertheless important parts
remained. First, there were the British West Indies.
Jamaica, the largest, \vas only half the size of Wales,
and the others were mere dots in the ocean. But in
the estimation of the eighteenth century they were
valuable out of all proportion to their size. They
were, in fact, examples of intensive cultivation in a
favourable climate.
The West Indian planters grew sugar by forced
labour. At one time the labourers (slaves in all but
the name) had been Englishmen transported for
crime or taken prisoner in rebellions and civil wars.
Afterwards negroes were captured in Africa and
taken across the Atlantic as slaves. Slave-owning
admits of no defence, but the early slave-owners
would have attempted none, for their world did
not consider the practice wrong. England did make
a considerable sacrifice to end it when at length
she realized its evils.
On the other or African side of the Atlantic,
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